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UPDATES FROM THE TOWN MANAGER

Here are a number of updates specific to Lunenburg that will also be posted on the town website, town
Facebook page, the “townwide” listserv, sent to the Lunenburg Ledger and to Public Access:

COVID-19 in Lunenburg and Board of Health Notices:
The Board of Health issued their weekly update and as of October 2nd there are 81 confirmed positive cases in
Lunenburg and one death.

The COVID-19 Information Center page can be found here.

UPDATES RECEIVED FROM THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNEMENT:

The Baker-Polito Administration continues to take steps to limit the spread of COVID-19 in Massachusetts. A
comprehensive list of emergency orders and guidance is available at mass.gov/covid19 (click here).

COVID-19 in Massachusetts (as of 10/1/20):
As of October 1st there are 130,461 COVID-19 cases and 9,265 deaths and 2,252,361 patients have been tested
to date by the MA State Public Health Laboratory, hospitals and commercial laboratories.

This information is now posted on the Department of Public Health COVID-19 website, with a breakdown of
coronavirus cases by city and town. The page can be accessed by going to: https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-cases-by-city/town-. The Department of Public Health has
created a dashboard as well with comprehensive, detailed COVID-19 data, including trend data, case rates,
testing, and breakdowns by age, sex, race, ethnicity and geography. https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-
dashboard-
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Current Status: Step Two of Phase Ill:

The Governor announced on September 29" through Executive Order #51 that effective Monday, October 5",
lower risk communities will be permitted to move into Step II of Phase III of the Commonwealth’s reopening
plan. All other communities will remain in Phase 11, Step I. Governor Baker also issued a revised gatherings
order. Industry specific guidance and protocols for a range of Phase I, I, and Il businesses will also be
updated.

Lower risk communities are defined as cities and towns that have not been a “red” community (average daily
case rate of >8 per 100,000 over the past 14 days) in any of the last three weekly Department of Public Health
(DPH) weekly reports.

Moving to Step Il of Phase Il affects the following sectors:

Indoor performance venues will be permitted to open with 50% capacity with a maximum of 250
people.

Outdoor performance venue capacity will increase to 50% with a max of 250 people.

For arcades and indoor and outdoor recreation businesses, additional Step Il activities like trampolines,
obstacle courses, roller rinks and laser tag will also be permitted to open, and capacity will increase to
50%.

Fitting rooms will be permitted to open in all types of retail stores.

Gyms, museums, libraries and driving and flight schools will also be permitted to increase their capacity
to 50%.

Revised Gatherings Order:

The Governor issued a revised gatherings order through Executive Order #52 on September 29" that includes
the following:

The limit for indoor gatherings remains at a maximum of 25 people for all communities.

Outdoor gatherings at private residences and in private backyards will remain at a maximum of 50
people for all communities.

Outdoor gatherings at event venues and in public settings will have a limit of 50 people in Step |
communities, and a limit of 100 people in lower risk, Step 1l communities.

Helpful Links:

Mass.gov/findfoodhelp

Stop the Spread

Reopening Massachusetts

Mass.Gov/covidl9

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency
Unemployment & COVID-19

Dept. Of Transitional Assistance Online Portal
FrontlineMA.org

Emergency Childcare Site

COVID-19 Cost Eligibility and Tracking Guidance

COVID-19 Public Resources Map:

MEMA, together with MA VOAD and other partners, has developed a COVID-19 Public
Resources Map showing the location of resources available to the public, such as food banks,

houses of worship, and Project Bread site locations. Please note that this map is not inclusive
of all resources and is only as accurate as the information that has been provided to MEMA.
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Stay Informed

e Get information from trusted sources. Visit https://www.mass.gov/covid19 for the
latest news, case counts, and lab testing results. Call 2-1-1 with questions. Text the
keyword COVIDMA to 888-777 to receive notifications to your phone. To receive
these notifications in Spanish, text COVIDMAESP to 888- 777

e Take care of your emotional health:

e Call 2-1-1 and choose the “CALL2TALK” option.

e Samaritans is continuing operations 24/7, as always. During this unprecedented time,
it can feel overwhelming to receive constant messages about COVID-19. Call or text
their 24/7 helpline any time at 877-870-4673.

e The Disaster Distress Helpline, 1-800-985-5990, is a 24/7, 365-day-a-year, national
hotline dedicated to providing immediate crisis counseling for people who are
experiencing emotional distress related to any natural or human-caused disaster,
including disease outbreaks like COVID-19. This toll-free, multilingual, and
confidential crisis support service is available to all residents in the United States and
its territories.
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