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                                                           MEETING NOTICE                                                                                                                                      
                                                      SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 
Remote Participation Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 
MINUTES 

School Committee                  Superintendent                                                                                                                                           

Wendy Bertrand, Chair                                                                                                                     Dr. Kate Burnham  

Carol Archambault, Vice Chair       

Laura Kelly, Secretary                                Business Manager/ HR Director 

Brian Lehtinen                                 Michael Cassidy 

Sophie Shapiro 

                                                                                 Recording Secretary 

                                                                  Susan Somers     

Guests:  

Rebecca Hyde-Title I Coordinator & Literacy Specialist, Annica Scott-Director of Curriculum & PD, James Bunnell-Athletic Director 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In accordance with the requirements of the Open Meeting Law, please be advised that this meeting is being recorded and broadcast 

live over the Lunenburg Public Access channel. 

The Town of Lunenburg, in response to the COVID-19 (CoronaVirus) is currently following the guidance from the Lunenburg Board 

of Health, Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the CDC regarding the virus and steps communities can take to prevent the 

spread and all town facilities are currently closed to the public. In accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending Certain 

Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G. L. c. 30A, § 20, all public meetings are being conducted remotely. This meeting will be 

broadcast live through the local access cable channel , and on the Public Access Live Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/Lunenburg-Public-Access-Cable-157427270975305/) and will be found  on the LunenburgAccess 

YouTube channel within 24 hours after the meeting. 

The following information is also provided for members of the public that would like to participate in the meeting remotely:  

To Participate Remotely: From a computer, please use the link below to join the public meeting webinar: 

https://zoom.us/j/7663167607 or From a telephone, dial the toll free number (888) 475-4499 or (877)853-5257 and enter 

Webinar ID: Meeting ID: 766 316 7607  

If you have not registered with Zoom you will be asked for your name and an e-mail address. 

Note: No participant ID is needed, just press # when asked. Telephone users may dial *9 to request to speak after joining the meeting. 

Computer and app users may use the “raise hand” feature to request to speak. 

The agenda lists all the topics which may be discussed at the meeting and are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair. Votes may be     

taken as a result of these discussions. Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up 

for discussion to the extent permitted by Open Meeting Law.                                                                                                                     
 

1. Call to Order - 6:39pm by Ms. Bertrand. 
                                                                                                                                                                                

2. Executive Session: to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with union personnel or to conduct collective 
bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with union personnel. 

Roll Call 

Wendy Bertrand - Yes 

Carol Archambault - Yes 

Brian Lehtinen - Yes 

Laura Kelly - Yes 

Sophie Shapiro - Yes 
                      

3. Chair’s Report - None. 
                                                                                                                                          

        4.     Public Comment Extended-Agenda Items - None. 
                                                           
        5.    Review & Approve Minutes & Line item Transfer - Request to move $34 from furniture at the Primary School to repair 

office equipment. (Laminating Machine Warranty.) Ms. Archambault made a motion to approve. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Lehtinen. All agreed upon via roll call vote.                                            
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                a. Regular Session 7-29-20 & 8-5-20 - Mr. Lehtinen noted that he had turned in some corrections to the minutes. Dr. 
Burnham noted that the corrections had been made, and dropped back into the folder. Ms. Kelly made a motion to accept the 
minutes. Motion seconded by Ms. Shapiro. All in agreement via roll call vote. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
        6.     Superintendent’s Report - The committee heard from Dr. Burnham that staff returned on Monday. Work is being done on 

safety, social/emotional and online resources among other items. We welcomed everyone back and visited the buildings. 

Everyone seems happy to be back, yet there are high levels of anxiety. Every day it seems to get a bit better. We are still 

hearing from our vendor that the chromebooks will be arriving the week of 9/14. Cohort assignments are being worked on. 

Rosters are based on many factors including the bus routes. The bus company will be then reviewing to create the bus routes. 

As soon as bus routes are a go, we will be pushing them out… Friday at the latest. High School may be later. We have had 

at this point 93 students request full remote. This means hand scheduling 7 classes x 93 students, and all these schedules 

have to be balanced. We are hoping to have them all done and out by the middle of next week. Dr. Burnham had two Zoom 

calls with staff (1 hour) and families (2 hours). Principals are planning to share their school-based plan next week, and hold 

a building based Zoom call. Flu shots are being required for all students by December 31st. There will be medical and 

religious exemptions. Katie McGuire is working on communication and setting up a flu clinic. This should be out before the 

end of the week. Lunenburg has received a $69,000 Green Community Grant. A question was raised about safety issues of 

having more children walking to school. School Resource Officer McNamara has assured us that there is a plan to have more 

officers doing speed enforcement, especially in the mornings. There will also be crosswalk enforcement. Dr. Burnham, Mr. 

Cassidy, Mr. Londa met with Mr. Beardmore of the Finance Committee. Conversation included long-term financial issues 

at the town meeting, cost of other factors like Turkey Hill renovation, or new build, etc. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
        7.     New Business                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                Discussion                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

        a. Athletics Update - The committee heard from Mr. Bunnell. There has been a MIA COVID taskforce, and sports 

medicine committee recommendations. Pod information has already changed, however. We are trying to get all areas on the 

same page. Upcoming Fall sports are Boys and Girls soccer, cross-country, field hockey and golf. Per the MIA there is a 9/18 

start with the season running to 11/20. There will be 10-12 games amongst the pod. They will be spacing things out as much 

as possible. Currently we are seeking permission for full remote students to be able to participate in sports. Mr. Lehtinen asked 

about middle school sports. The reality is that it became a necessity to not offer middle school in order to facilitate the high 

school sports. Ms. Bertrand asked why there might be waivers to play at a high school level if we are trying to keep numbers 

smaller for bus transportation, etc.? Mr. Bunnell noted that even with waivers we haven’t filled out a roster. Other requirements 

are also in place for team/field capacity. If we have enough high school players, waivers will not be in play. Bus vs. parent 

transportation will be visited on a case by case basis. Mr. Lehtinen asked about homeschool student participation. Mr. Bunnell 

replied that that continues on as per usual. Regarding the full remote players question - there may be any number of reasons 

why a student is a fully remote student. Outdoors is looked at as safer than indoors. It may be a parent decision for full remote. 

The request is for Fall only so far. Ms. Bertrand asked about the oversight? HOw will this be monitored? MR. Bunnell noted 

that all students will be made fully aware that if you aren’t following guidelines, all of this can end. Modifications may be made 

to games… quarters vs. halves, for example to allow for mask breaks. Structured sidelines, etc. Ms. Archambault asked about 

the spectators. Mr. Bunnell replied that we are allowed 50 people max for a playing surface and 50 people spectating outside. 

There will be badges for possible spectators once a student is rostered. Ms. Shapiro added that it might be a boost to 

social/emotional health for students to know about this decision. Mr. Lehtinen made a motion to vote on allowing fully remote 

students to play sports. Ms. Kelly seconded the motion. All in agreement vis roll call vote. Motion to approve remote students 

to take part in the Fall sports season. Motion seconded by Ms. Archambault. All in agreement via roll call vote.                                                                                                                                                                                         

        b. Bus & Remote Registrations - Numbers are looking good for the buses. We are hopeful for being able to offer extended 

day, as bus numbers look promising. There are fewer than 100 remote registrations in each building. We know this may 

increase, but these numbers are good for the first quarter. There has been an increase in homeschool applications. Double the 

normal, of which the commissioner is aware. There is a concern that state money will be based on enrollment as of October 

1st. How to mitigate? The Remote Learning Center will provide staff childcare. Currently the need is at 7 kids. Plan is to open 

one classroom with the maximum number of kids at 13 in one room. Town employees are the next outreach, open to essential 

workers next. Ms. Archambault expressed her appreciation of all the work to help families in this unusual circumstance. Mr. 

Cassidy added that teachers that lost daycare due to COVID each have a different story. This provides a safe, healthy spot to 

do remote learning on campus and close to their parent.                                                                    

                 Action                                                                                                                    

                        c. Approval of MOA with Lunenburg Education Association - Dr. Burnham noted that there was a good dialogue 

with a lot of details and changes. Monday, as a fully remote day, is also a day that staff can work remotely. This is beneficial 

for staff as Monday childcare has proven to be a problem for many. With the building closed until Tuesday, a deep cleaning 

can take place. There are two agreements, both hybrid and remote. Principals worked on a reopen plan for their buildings. 

Families should expect information next week. There will be Zoom meetings as well. Mr. Lehtinen thanked Ms. Archambault, 

Mr. Cassidy, Dr. Burnham for handling this quickly. Mr. Lehtinen made a motion to approve the MOA. Motion seconded by 
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Ms. Archambault. All in agreement via roll call vote.                      

                        d. Fees: LHS Parking Fee, Athletic & Facility Rental - Plan was suggested to reduce parking fee from $50 to $25 at 

the high school. Revenues go to the town general fund. The existing 125 spaces can actually be sold twice: once for 

Tuesday/Thursday and once for Wednesday/Friday. Selling more passes might offset the lower revenue. Ms. Bertrand recused 

herself from this discussion and Ms. Archambault took the lead. Mr. Lehtinen asked if there is usually a waitlist? Ms. Shapiro 

suggested that some might be more interested if they are not comfortable with the bus? Passes could be opened to juniors as 

well. Mr. Lehtinen noted that he would be interested in the numbers. Ms. Kelly made a motion to approve the change in parking 

fee. Ms. Shapiro seconded the motion. All in agreement via roll call vote with Ms.Bertran abstaining.. Athletic fees - 

recommend no changes. There will be the added cost of PPE, as well as the loss of gate receipts. Facilities fee - recommendation 

from Mr. Londa that there is no need to change the structure. It should just be noted that there will be additional custodial time 

for the added cleaning necessary.                           

                        e. Permission to Post-Stipends for Technology Trainers & Remote Learning Center Coordinator - The committee 

heard from Mr. Cassidy about these positions which are one year stipends. Technology trainers will be training staff. This will 

be grant funded via the Title 2 grant. The remote learning center coordinator will be funded via the COVID relief fund and the 

2nd educational emergency fund. Ms. Archambault made a motion to approve these postings. Motion seconded by Mr. 

Lehtinen. All in agreement via roll call vote. 

 
  8. Public Comment-Open - none. 
 
  9. Reports 

   
a. Athletic Advisory Committee - Mr. Lehtinen advised that they met on Monday and discussed safety and fundraisers 

such as spray painted knights, magnets, masks with logos, field hockey calendars, cross country masks. Meet again 
11/16 for winter sports. 

b. Finance Committee - Ms. Archambault noted that they met 8/13 with the debt committee, talks about TC Passios, 
remote learning discussion. Free cash  - there is $644,000 more than last year. Next meeting 9/10. 

c. Policy Sub-Committee - has not met. 
d. PTO - has not met. 
e. School Councils - have not met. 
f. Capital Planning Committee - tentative meeting 9/9. 
g. Wellness Advisory Committee - has not met. 
h. PAC/SAL - has not met. 
i. T.C. Passios Building Design Committee - Met on Monday. Mr. Lehtinen noted that there was a discussion about 

design space. Possibility of Boys & Girls Club use. There would be another vacant building if they did move. Would 
like to have the Superintendent at once of the next meetings. Next meetings 9/10 and 9/21. 

j. Life-Long Learning Advisory Committee - has not met. 
 

10.  Topics for Future Discussion - None noted. 

 

11.  Adjournment - Mr. Lehtinen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:09pm. Motion seconded by Ms. Archambault. All 

in agreement via roll call vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan Somers, Recording Secretary 


