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Meeting Posted: Yes  
Time:  6:40 PM 
 
Roll Call conducted by Adam Burney, Land Use Director:  Matthew Allison, present; Tanner Cole, present; Paula Bertram, 
present: Marisa Thompson, present. 
 
A. Burney prefaced the Hearing with the following reading.  “In accordance with the requirements of the Open Meeting Law, 
please be advised that this meeting is being recorded and broadcast over Lunenburg Public Access and this meeting of the 
Planning Board is being conducted remotely.  The Town of Lunenburg, in response to the COVID-19 (Corona Virus), is currently 
following the guidance from the Lunenburg Board of Health, Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the CDC regarding 
the virus and steps communities can take to prevent the spread and all town facilities are currently closed to the public.  In 
accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L.c.30A, Section 20, all public 
meetings are being conducted remotely.  The Governor’s Order, which you can find posted on the Town’s website COVID-19 
Information Center page, accessed through the Town Manager’s webpage allows public bodies to meet entirely remotely so long 
as reasonable public access is afforded so that the public can follow along with the deliberations of the meeting.  Ensuring public 
access does not ensure public participation unless such participation is required by law.  This meeting will feature public 
comment.  For this meeting the Planning Board is convening by video conferencing via Zoom and FacebookLive as posted on 
the Town’s website identifying how the public may join.  For Zoom meetings, please note that this meeting is being recorded and 
that some attendees are participating by video conference.  Accordingly please be aware that other folks may be able to see you 
and take care not to screen share your computer.  Anything that you broadcast may be captured by the recording.   
 
The Hearing continuation was to hear and discuss a stormwater management special permit under Ch. 204 of the Code of the 
Town of Lunenburg for an earth removal project at 1325 Massachusetts Avenue, Map 062, Parcel 0003.  Owners/Applicants 
were Daniel and Jean Proctor, 1529 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA.   
 
The Hearing continuation was held concurrently with a public hearing to hear and discuss an application for Site Plan Approval 
under Ch. 250, Section 8.4. of the Code of the Town of Lunenburg for an earth removal project at 1325 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Lunenburg, MA, Map 062, Parcel 0003.   
 
Owners/applicants were represented by Frank McPartlan, Ducharme & Dillis Civil Design Group, Inc. (‘DDCDG’).  DDCDG noted 
that MEPA issued its Certificate on April 10, 2020.  It stated that the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) identified mitigation 
measures that, if implemented and maintained properly, should minimize the environmental impacts of the project. Future 
development of the site would require further MEPA review and would likely require the filing of a Notice of Project Change 



(NPC) or a new ENF that would be subject to public review.  All stationary equipment and fuel storage containers should be 
located outside of the Zone II and on impervious surfaces designed to contain spills.  The proposed screening locations have 
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been relocated outside of Mass DEP’s Zone II and Lunenburg’s Zone III buffers.  DDCDG noted that the applicant has met 
MEPA’s requirements for review. 
 
DDCDG then addressed its April 8, 2020 response letter (on file in the Planning Office) to Board comments from the March 9, 
2020 Hearing continuation.  The response letter addressed the following:  Stormwater to include abutting wells and septics, 
infiltration, soil borings, TSS removal, and sediment forebays.  Site Plan to include anticipated number of trips per day for earth 
removal, minimization of noise, odor, and dust, and on-site facilities for employees. 
 
M. Allison noted an email received from an abutter which stated satisfaction with the reduction of removal amount and increase 
in setbacks. 
 
Stormwater Permit 
 
P. Bertram had questions regarding the soil boring data from the March 23rd test with only one of four being at the 20 foot depth.  
DDCDG noted that at the other three borings they met with “refusal to auger”.  P. Bertram went on to note that in a review letter 
the reviewing engineer stated everything was in full compliance, yet she stressed that the applicant had not met all stormwater 
requirements.  The Board’s current regulations require compliance with Stormwater Standards.  If the Board does not require 
that compliance, then she feels the Board needs to modify its regulations.    
 
Stormwater sediment forebays would be constructed as part of the earth removal process.  She didn’t see them addressed in the 
Stormwater Operation and Maintenance Manual and questioned how they would be maintained.  DDCDG responded they are 
usually checked quarterly and maintained as needed.   
 
Site Plan Approval 
 
P. Bertram inquired if the applicant would consider an earthen berm instead of a vegetated buffer for noise absorption.  D. 
Proctor noted as they work their way to the rear of the property, they will be 15-20 feet below adjacent properties, but he is 
amenable to a four (4) foot berm with plantings.   
 
Clifford Smith, 70 Townsend Harbor Road-  Wanted clarification on the reduction in removal from 50,000 cubic yards to 25,000 
cubic yards.  He inquired if the applicant intended to do any timber removal in the northwest corner, adjacent to his driveway 
entrance.  Yes, there will be some grading for the basin.  C. Smith would prefer a six (6) to eight (8) foot berm, instead of four (4) 
feet.   
 
Alan (Dino) Dantonio, 4 Townsend Harbor Road- Felt there was nothing visually blocking the project from his residence.  There 
were only water reeds in the wetlands.  DDCDG responded that would require work within the Town’s 30 foot buffer zone.  Also, 
any type of berm would block natural flow patterns and the emergency spillway.  Any type of planting would have to be taken up 
with the Conservation Commission at its meeting on April 15, 2020.  DDCDG noted the location of the earth removal would be 
taking place next to the wooded wetlands at 4 Townsend Harbor Road.  It would be protected by the stormwater management 
area.   
 
T. Cole inquired if the applicant would provide screening.  D. Proctor responded that basins should be mowed, not have trees 
planted.  As mentioned at previous hearings, every two weeks he would loam and seed the areas of earth removal.  T. Cole 
mentioned the possibility of screening being placed on A. Dantonio’s property.  D. Proctor responded he would not be putting any 
plantings on A. Dantonio’s property.   
 
DDCDG shared a photograph looking downslope of the site towards A. Dantonio’s property.  The wetlands adjacent to his house 
were relatively clear, but there was a lot of existing screening closer to the project site.  The bulk of that screening would remain 
untouched.  Basin grading would be at least thirty (30) feet away from the property line.   
 
D. Proctor stressed that he went above and beyond to address abutter concerns and he took pride in his work. 



 
Minutes, 1325 Massachusetts Avenue 
Pg 3 

 
Bonita Martin & Mark Rzeznikiewicz, 68 Townsend Harbor Road- In favor of an earthen berm, the higher the better.  D. Proctor 
responded that a four (4) to six (6) foot berm with trees would provide ten (10) feet high screening from original grade.   
 
DDCDG noted that the construction of a berm along the rear of the site would push the level of clearing back to the property line.  
Clearing would need to take place to allow equipment in to build the berm.  DDCDG suggested a four (4) foot berm in the area of 
the basin to extend for approximately 100 feet to the level of the excavation.   
 
P. Bertram requested clarification as to where the abutters would like the berm.   
 
Pam Anzaldi, 70 Townsend Harbor Road- Concerned about northeast corner of the site.   
 
DDCDG – Suggested that the berm start at Elevation 428.0 in the northeast corner (at the top tree) of the site; to run for 
approximately 60 feet (along six trees) along the rear of the site.  It would eventually reach grade and would then be below both 
abutting properties. 
 
C. Smith- Wanted berm to be four (4) to six (6) feet and come all the way down to the telephone pole.   
 
P. Bertram- Asked for Board input regarding the monitoring well.  DDCDG noted that a monitoring well had been installed at one 
of the boring locations.  It was set at fifteen (15) feet due to the “refusal to auger”.  It was ten (10) feet below the bottom of the 
basin.  P. Bertram noted stormwater standards stated the monitoring well extend twenty (20) feet beneath the basin floor, or the 
limiting layer, whichever is higher.  DDCDG responded a new monitoring well would have to be put in if the Board held the 
applicant to that standard.   
 
Attorney Bowen, on behalf of the applicant, requested DDCDG speak to the industry practices regarding this standard.  DDCDG 
responded he had never put a monitoring well in for this type of basin.  Industry best management practices are not to have the 
monitoring well.   
 
P. Bertram wanted to emphasize that both the Town’s regulations and the Stormwater Handbook state it is required.  She 
inquired if the Board, under Site Plan Approval, had the authority to waive the requirement.  A. Burney noted that the bylaw 
stated the permitting authority may waive compliance.  She reiterated her concern that the reviewing engineer did not note in his 
review letters that the standards for stormwater were not met.   
 
P. Bertram requested maintenance of the sediment forebays be included in the Stormwater Operations and Maintenance Plan.  
She questioned if the project could be approved contingent upon that inclusion.   
 
P. Bertram made Motion to close the Stormwater Public Hearing, T. Cole Seconded, Roll Call Vote: T. Cole, aye; M. 
Thompson, aye; P. Bertram, aye; M. Allison, aye.   
 
P. Bertram made Motion to close the Site Plan Approval Public Hearing, T. Cole Seconded, Roll Call Vote: M. Thompson, 
aye; T. Cole, aye; P. Bertram, aye; M. Allison, aye.   
 
Hearings closed 8:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
Documents used at meeting: 
Site Plan Approval Application dated 03.03.2020 
Site Plan revised to 02.28.2020 
Stormwater Report revised to 02.28.2020 
DDCDG letter dated 04.08.2020 


