
LUNENBURG BOARD OF HEALTH 
MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, June 7, 2021 

 

The Board of Health met at 7:00 pm at the Ritter Memorial Building  

 
Roll Call conducted by Vice-Chairman, Perry Jewell:  Perry Jewell, George Emond, Paul Fortin,  Evan 

Watters and Lisa Normandin.  Agent, Jim Garreffi, was also present. 

 

Vice-Chairman Perry Jewell prefaced the meeting with the following reading.  In accordance with the 

requirements of the Open Meeting Law, please be advised that this meeting is being recorded and 

broadcast over Lunenburg Public Access and this meeting of the Board of Health is being conducted 

remotely.  The Town of Lunenburg, in response to the COVID-19 (Corona Virus), is currently 

following the guidance from the Lunenburg Board of Health, Massachusetts Department of Public 

Health and the CDC regarding the virus and steps communities can take to prevent the spread and all 

town facilities are currently closed to the public.  In accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending 

Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L.c.30A, Section 20, all public meetings are being 

conducted remotely.  The Governor’s Order, which you can find posted on the Town’s website 

COVID-19 Information Center page, accessed through the Town Manager’s webpage allows public 

bodies to meet entirely remotely so long as reasonable public access is afforded so that the public can 

follow along with the deliberations of the meeting.  Ensuring public access does not ensure public 

participation unless such participation is required by law.  This meeting will feature public comment.  

For this meeting the Board of Health is convening by video conferencing via Zoom and FacebookLive 

as posted on the Town’s website identifying how the public may join.  For Zoom meetings, please note 

that this meeting is being recorded and that some attendees are participating by video conference.  

Accordingly please be aware that other folks may be able to see you and take care not to screen share 

your computer.  Anything that you broadcast may be captured by the recording.   

 

Perry Jewell then covered the ground rules for effective business and to ensure accurate meeting 

minutes.  All voting by Roll Call Votes.   

 

Chairman George Emond welcomed new member Lisa Normandin to the board. 

 

9 WEST STREET TERRACE  

 

Doug Smith met with the Board on behalf of the owner.  This is a small .25 acre, tight lot with high 

groundwater.  They are proposing to utilize the existing tank and pump chamber.  Doug Smith stated 

that the tank and chamber were inspected and found to be sound.  They will dig out and re-build the 

leaching area.  Variances requested are groundwater offset from four feet to three feet, offset to 

foundation from 10 feet to three feet and 10 feet to 6 feet. 

 

George Emond asked what the soil under the system is.  Doug Smith stated that it is woodbridge soil 

and that it would all be dug out and replaced.   

 

Jim Garreffi stated that this plan, as proposed, is an upgrade to the current system.  The backyard is full 

of system and pavement.  In addition, Mr. Garreffi questioned the age of the pump in the pump 

chamber and as it is under the driveway, it is difficult to inspect.  Mr. Garreffi is suggesting that the 



pump also be replaced.  Other than the age of the pump, Mr. Garreffi has no issues with the requested 

variances. 

 

Chairman George Emond stated that he would like the variance request and plan to include the 

replacement of the pump. 

 

Upon motion by Jewell and second by Normandin, the board unanimously approved the requested 

variances, including the replace of the pump.  All in favor by roll call vote. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

May 17, 2021 

 

On motion by Watters and second by Jewell, the minutes were unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 

8 WEST ACRES 
 

Dan Proctor met with the board on behalf of the owner.  This is a failed system and is served by town 

water.  The lot is small with 36 inch groundwater.  A Presby system is proposed as a replacement to 

help with breakout.  Variances requested are groundwater from four feet to two feet (Presby) and a 

reduction in the inlet and outlet tees. 

 

Jim Garreffi stated that the groundwater on this lot is high with a high perc rate.  The Presby is 

proposed as it fits better with the fill that will be needed.  He has no issues with the variances being 

requested. 

 

Upon motion by Watters and second by Normandin, the board unanimously approved the requested 

variances.  All in favor by roll call vote. 

 

84 BEAL STREET 

 

Dan Proctor met with the board on behalf of the owner.  This is a failed system and the property is 

served by town water.  Groundwater is at 24 inches and the perc rate is 10 MPI.  A Presby is designed 

to include monolithic tanks with boots.  Variances requested are groundwater from four feet to three 

feet and inlet and outlet tees less than 12 inches. 

 

Jim Garreffi stated that the water table is high and the yard slopes up.  Without a variance the outlets 

would be in the water table.  Mr. Garreffi wants the plumbing in the house raised because the water 

table is so high. 

 

Dan Proctor stated that the plumbing is going to be raised to meet the requirements. 

 

After discussion and on Motion by Normandin and second by Jewell, the variances, to include raising 

the plumbing in the house, were unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 
 

Perry Jewell nominated George Emond to again be Chairman of the Board.  Mr. Jewell stated that not 

only has Mr. Emond served on the Board of Health for many years, his knowledge is extensive and his 



standards are high and that is it very important to have someone with his knowledge and credentials 

lead the board.  In addition, George Emond serves as the Chairman of the Nashoba Associated Board 

of Health. 

 

There were no other nominations.  On motion Jewell and second by Normandin, George Emond was 

elected Chairman of the Board. 

 

George Emond nominated Perry Jewell to again be Vice-Chairman of the Board.  There were no other 

nominations.  On motions by Emond and second by Fortin, Perry Jewell was elected as Vice Chairman 

of the Board. 

 

Perry Jewell nominated Paul Fortin as Secretary of the Board.  Lisa Normandin asked what the duties 

of the Secretary are.  Perry Jewell stated that if Administrative Assistant were ever absent from a 

meeting, it is the Secretaries responsibility to take minutes. 

 

There were no other nominations.  On motion by Jewell and second by Normandin Paul Fortin was 

elected Secretary of the Board. 

 

COVID UPDATE 
 

Agent Jim Garreffi gave a Covid Update. 

 

There was no positive Covid in Lunenburg in the last testing period.  The State of Emergency expires 

on June 15
th

.  As of that date, restrictions are lifted with some exceptions.  Healthcare, public 

transportation, schools, congregate living, etc. Full information can be found on the Massachusetts 

Department of Health website.   Hopefully we are nearing the end of this pandemic but people do need 

to vaccinated.  There is no way of knowing who is vaccinated and who is not. 

 

George Emond stated that some are still wearing masks although not required.  Chairman asked that 

we be mindful of others, especially the elderly. 

 

SHADY POINT TOILETS 

 

Shady Point has sent though the information on the timetable for Porta Toilets for this season.  In the 

distant past, Shady Point would come back to the board as the number toilets increased and decreased.  

To resolve this, Shady Point submits a schedule at the beginning of the season.  They increase the 

number of toilets as is necessary. 

 

Jim Garreffi stated that there are toilets for the camping section of the property.  There have been no 

complaints with regard to facilities. 

 

This Board of Health does not have regulations with regard to Porta Toilets.  After discussion the 

Board accepted the schedule as submitted. 

 

Having no further matters before the board and on Motion by Emond and seconded by Normandin, the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm by roll call vote, all in favor. 

 

 


