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Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday November 5th, 2019 

Ritter Building 

Call to Order: At 7:32PM with all members present. 

Review of Minutes:  
Minutes from the meeting on October 8th were read and approved. 

New Business 
The Commission discussed its position on Article 13 of the Special Town Meeting Warrant for November 12th, 2019. After due 
consideration, it was agreed that LaVeck would motion to pass over the  Article.  It calls for a non-binding show of support for 
demolition of the Old Primary School without offering any context or details, making it unclear what is being voted on.  The article 
therefore confuses the issue more than clarifies.  Moreover, the Fall Special Town Meeting is often sparsely attended, and town 
will likely feel differently about a binding article than a non-binding one.  Therefore, it is a poor representation of the town’s opin-
ion now and in the future. 
If the town chooses to discuss and vote on the article, McGrath will represent the APDC’s position against it.  The Old Primary 
School is well-built example of a distinctive period and style of architecture which is unique for Lunenburg’s town center.  The 
APDC was formed specifically to protect such buildings.  No plan for re-use of the building has recently been presented and ac-
cepted by the town, and the APDC therefore has recommended that the town manager spend minimal funds to “mothball” the 
building to halt its disintegration and keep it available for future use. 

Demolition by Neglect:  At a recent meeting with the Select Board, the APDC was asked by what process a building is deter-
mined to be in a state of Demolition by Neglect.  LaVeck noted that virtually no building is perfectly maintained, and that without a 
procedure in place, the prohibition against Demolition by Neglect might be unevenly or unfairly applied.  He will draw up a proce-
dure to periodically inspect and document the condition of each building.  The procedure will be discussed at the next regular 
meeting. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 17th, 7:00PM 

Adjourned: With no further business before it, and APDC adjourned at 8:12PM


