TOWN OF LUNENBURG
BOARD OF ASSESSORS
P.O. BOX 135
LUNENBURG, MAL', 9‘1462

%
Minutes from the Board of Assessors meeting held June 9;/20‘15

The meeting opened at 5:45 pm. Present: Chairman, Louis Franco; Board Member, Matt Papini, Sr., Newly
Elected Member, Richard H. Letarte, Regional Assessor, Harald Scheid and Louise Paquette, Administrative
Assistant,

Board reviewed and approved current expense vouchers, abatements, warrants, commitments, payroll and May 5,
2015 minutes.

Reorganization; Richard H. Letarte was elected on May 17" to serve on the Board of Assessors for three years.
Matt moticned that Lou continue to serve as Chairman of the Board and was seconded by Rich. Lou thanked the
Board members for their support and agreed to continue serving in this capacity.

Harald spoke on the process of the FY16 Preliminary Billing and explained that the 1 & 2™ quarter tax bills should
include an additional amount for the construction of the new High School/Middle School project. With this
information, he requested that the Board take a vote to increase the Prelim Tax calculation percentage o offset the
impact to taxpayers on the 3 & 4" quarter Actual RE bills. He explained that the percentage in calculating the
estimated tax amount is typically 50.00 percent, but due to New Growth he suggested an increase to the valuation
factor by 2 ¥ or more; approx. 102.5 %. Louise explained that the billing process using the 50 percent valuation
factor had already been entered within the training environment and that the billing process had advanced to the
point that the bills were alréady created and generated in the training environment. She reported that Munis
strongly recommends running through the billing process in the training environment prior to generating bills in the
live database. However, the process had yet to be completed in LIVE. She also explained that the testing of the
real estate import programs and layouts should be well in advance of the billing season; thus providing plenty of
time to research, diagnose and adapt the import program in order to accept any changes that may be necessary.
She expressed concerns due to time constraints and the fact that the TRAIN process will need to be refreshed —
“initial steps will need to be performed again”. She explained that the process is quite challenging and stated that
the LIVE results should match the end results and committed tax of TRAIN. After much discussion, Matt motioned
to elevate the valuation factor for the preliminary billing contingent on the possibility of this adjustment within the
Munis process system. Rich seconded the motion. Louise stated that she would consult with Munis in regards to
setting back the billing system in order to make adjustments in the valuation factor before continuing.

Harald explained new construction in regards to Supplemental Billing. The Board reviewed 11 additional properties
that have been newly permitted for occupancy. The total to be committed is $9,433.09. The Board approved these

bills and they will be committed on June 15, 2015. Harald also reported that land divisions and new construction are
all on schedule and will be included in the FY16 Preliminary commitment.

Harald spoke on the Statutory Exemption and the eligibility requirements. He reported that for FY 16 Social Security
benefits were adjusted by 1.7%, thus the Social Security deductions under Clause 41C have increased by 1.7%
above the amount allowed for FY15. (This is the amount deducted after calculating the applicants’ gross receipts).
Louise handed out the guideline report, FY16 Eligibility Requirements for Property Tax Exemptions & Deferrals
Available To Qualifying Residents that must be met as of July 1, 2015. Louise will be forwarding a copy of this
guideline to the Senior Center.

Harald reported that valuation interim work is underway and George Bourgault, Associate Assessor will report on
valuations and ratio statistics at the next meeting.

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 7, 2015 at 5:45 pm.

Meeting adjoﬁrned at 6:55 pm.
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PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AND DEFERRALS AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING
LUNENBURG RESIDENTS - FY 16

ALL ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET AS OF JULY 1 OF THE TAX YEAR . |

CLAUSE41C - E2

ELDERLY

DOMIGILED IN MA FOR * Income :
PRECEDING 10 YEARS PRIOR TO JULY Ist
&
OWNED & OCCUPIED *Assets :
HOME IN MA FOR 5 YRS PRIOR TO JULY 15t
* Note:
SURVIVING SPOUSE

INHERITING PROPERTY
MUST HAVE GCCUPIED

PROPERTY FOR 5 YEARS PRIOR TO JULY Ist

CLAUSE 17D - ED

Age 70 by July 1 $750.00

_ _ Exemption Amount;
Own and occupy Real Estate - 5 years S )

‘No' more than ' | $29,200.00

Single Person . > )
Married Persons ( Joint Ownershup) : No more lhan S '$36,700.00
Single Person No more than ; LU $48,800.00

Married Persons - =~ No more than © . o $67,300.00 -
Income from all sources: Wages, Social Security, ﬁeﬁsibns interest, Dividends, Rent, etc.
Documentation must be provided for mcome recelved W 2 1098-INT., 1099-DIV, etc

Assets—Whols Estate Whole Estale means ALI. assets to whu:h you have legal title and access as Sole,
Joint Owners of Trustes {Hat contribute fo your TOTAL ‘worth. Assets include bank accounts, checking
accounts, stocks, bonds, 401K's, IRA's, savings certif cates ‘motor vehmles boats, RV's, real estate, etc. -

{ Value of domicile uptod 3 unit dweliing un:t is exempt) .

Documentation must be provided to support all assets -

$307.00

Survwmg $pouse or persons over 70 R Exefnp{iun Amount;
whao are not efigible for Clause 41C {EZ) July 1 quahf‘cataun date. - i
. OVNED SAME HOME *Income: Not consider’ed :
IN LUNENBURG FOR * Assets :  $81,000.00
5 CONSECUTIVE YEARS PRIOR TO JULY Ist ) s ) S
*Note: *  See description of assets for Clause 41C.
' VETERANS *Vi Clause 22  10% Service Conrected Disability " Exemption Amount: $400.00-
DOMICILED IN MA FOR V2 Clause 22A  Loss of Use- Service Connected $750.00
6 MOS, PRIOR TO SERVICE V3 Clause 22E ™ 100% Service Connected Disability $1,000.00
ar Clause 22D Surviving Spouses whose spouse died as a proximate result of combat Fully Exempt .
injury or combat connecled disease resulting in death,
DOMICILED IN MA FOR .
5 CONSECUTIVE YRS, PRIGR TO JULY 1st * Note: First time applicants must provide Disability Certificates from the Veteran's Administration -
MUST OCCUPY HOME AS DOMICILE on or before July 1st.
AS OF JULY 1st
b Disability Certificates must be provided from the Veteran's Administration yearly dated
on or before July 1st.
BLIND *-B Clause 37A Registered with Division of the Blind Exemption Amount: $500.00
* Note: Certificate must be provided yearly.
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TAX DEFERRALS*

Exemptton Quafifieation Requirements16.xls

Clause 41A
' Income:' '
Assets:

*Note:

Clause 18A

*Note:

TAX DEFERRALS .

Financial Hardship- Elderly Persons _ E'xémptibri Amount:

Age 65by July 1

Own and occupy Real Ectate - 5 years .
No more than $20,000-

Not Considered

Taxes are deferred with simple Intérest at 4% as a lien on the proper[y un{ﬁ
the property owner passes or the home is sold :

'Te'mporary Financ[a’l 'Hardship . . - E'xénip'tiim'AmrJunt:'

No age gualification . :

Own and occupy Real Estate on 7!1 and Ilved contmualty in MA for 10 yrs
Must meet financial hardship qualaf ications as determined by the Assessors
Can defer for 3 years maxrmum pald off over 5 year perrod fol[owmg

Taxes are deferred wrth srmple anterest at 8% asa Isen on the property until -

Up to Full Tax -

~ Up to Full Tax -

paid in full within 5 years of deferral periad. If the properly owner dies ar homie is sold,

interest accrues at 16% from that point forward until payment is made.
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